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lRc ports on the plans of the park commis-
tion were laid before the Senate today and
from 4 to 9 p.m. illustrations showing their
Salient features will be on exhibition at
the Corcoran Art Gallery. These plans are

the result of work that has been going on

since the adjournment of the last Con-
gress. The Senate District committee was

authorized to appoint a commission to
formulate plans for the improvement of
the park system of the District, and Sen-
ator McMillan, chairman of the committee,
appointed Messrs. Burnham and Olmsted,
and they selected Mr. McKim of New York
as the third member of the commission,
saint Gaudens, the sculptor, being later as-
sociated with them. Mr. Charles Moore,
clerk of the Senate District committee, as-

sisted the commission throughout its work.
The plans for the improvement of the

park system are very complete, 'there be-
Ing nearly 200 illustrations to accompany
them. They not only suggest improvements
of the parks of the District and the exten-
sion of the system, but they also indicate
desirable locations for public buildings to
be erected for the future wants of the gov-
ernment.

Senate Committee'. Report.
A preliminary report on the improve-
nent of the park system in the District of
Columbia was today laid before the Senate
by Mr. McMillan, chairman of the commit-
tee on the District of Columbia. The re-

port outlines the plan which has been
agreed upon by the park commission.
The report begins by referring to the

original plan of this city, which was cre-

ated as the seat of government.
"The original plan of Washington." the

report says, "having stood the test of a

century, has met universal approval. It
is the departures from that plan that are

to be regretted and, wherever possible,
remedied."
The various parks of the District are re-

lerred to and the report continues:
"Aside from the pleasure and the positive

benefits to health that the people derive
from public parks in a capital city like
Washington there is a distinct use of pub-
lic spaces as the indispensable means of
giving dignity to governmental buildings,
and of making suitable connections be-
tween the great departments. When the
city of Washington was planned under the
direct and minute supervision of Washing-
ton and Jefferson the relations that should
subsist between the Capitol and the Presi-
dent's house were carefully studied. In-
deed, the whole city was planned with a
view to the reciprocal relations that should
exist among public buildings. Vistas and
axes: sites for monuments and museums;
parks and pleasure gardens; fountains and
canals; in a word, all that goes to make
a city a magnificent and consistent work
of art, were regarded as essentials in the
plans prepared by L'Enfant under the di-
rection of the first President and his Sec-
retary of State. Nor were these original
plans prepared without due study of great
models. The stately art of landscape ar-
chitecture had been brought from over
seas by royal governors and wealthy plant-
ers; and both Washington and Jefferson
were familiar with the practice of that art.
L'Enfant, a man of position and education.
and an engineer of ability, must have beera
familiar with those great works of the'
master Lenotre. which are still the admi-
ration of the traveler and the constant
pleasure of the French people. Moreover,
from his well-stocked library Jefferson sent
to L'Enfant plans 'on a large and accurate
scale' of Paris, Amsterdam. Frankfort,
Carisruhe. Strasburg, Orleans. Turin, Mi-
Ian and other European cities, at the same
time felicitating himself that the President
had 'Icift the planning of the town in such
good hands.'
Change. Made in the L'Emfant Plan.
"It has so happened that the slow and

twiequal development of the city during the
century of its existence has worked
changes in the original design, and to a
certain extent has Drevented the realiza-
tion of the comprehensive plan of the
founders. As a result there has been a
lack of continuity in the parks, and spaces
like the mall, that were designed for de-
Velopment as a unit, have been cut into
pieces, some of which have been improved,
some have been sold to private persons,
and some have been diverted to uses so
absolutely at variance with the original
idea as seriously to detract from the dig-
Rilty of the buildings these spaces were in-
tended to enhance.
"Happily. however, nothing has been lostI

that cannot be regained at reasonable cost.
F'ortunately. also, during the years that
have passed the Capitol has been enlargedI
and ennobled, and the Washington monu-
ment. wonderful alike as an engineering
feat and a work of art, has been con-
structed on a site that my be brought
into relations with the ( pitol and the
White House. Doubly fortunate, more-
over. is the fact that the vast and success-
ful work of the engineers in redeeming the
Potomac shores from unhealthful condi-
tions gives opportunity for enlarging the
Scope of the earlier plans in a manner cor-
responding to the growth of the country.
At the same time the development of Po-
tomac Park both provides for a connec-
tion between the parks on the west and
those on the east, and also it may readily
furnish sites for those memorials which
history has shown to be worthy a plaoe in
vita~l relation to the great buiildhngs and
soonuments erected under the personal su-
pervision of the founders of the republic,
"The question of the development of

these park areas forces itself upon the at-
tention of Congress. Either this develop-
asent may be made in a haphazard manner,
as the offcial happening to be in charge of
the work for the time may elect; or it maybe masde according to a well-studied end
Well-consIdered plan devised by persons
whose cosnpetence has been proved beyondquestion. Such a plan, adopted at this time
and carried out as. Congress may make
appropriations for the work, will result in
making Wa=hington the most beautifudeaptal city in the world.'
The celebration of the one hundredth en-

hlversary of the pernmnant seat of govern-
ment in this city is referred to as havn
bad for its keynote the lmprvmeto
the District of Columbia isa anse=== and
to an extent commensurate with the dig-
mity of the American nation. At the time
this celebration w-j progess the Insti-
tnte of American ~det.in sees In
this city, was discusang the abtiect of
hamestyag the ct."4. a resuit.'" ~upor nas. "the in-
Stuate aueted ammit..see. e algist.Uim~anegmdetsm with the bes

a em the D~Irst of Cataublamam aweSmm am, eh ma. of im e.a.
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for the preparation and submission of a
general plan for the development of the en-tire park system of the District.
The Appointment of a Commission.
"On March 19, 1901, the subcommittee of

the District committee having the matter
in charge met the representatives of the
Institute of American Architects, and
agreed to the proposition of the latter that
Mr. Daniel H. Burnham of Chicago, Ill.,
and Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., ofBrookline, Mass., be employed as experts,with power to add to their number. Thesegentlemen accepted the task, and subse-quently invited Mr. Charles F. McKim andMr. Augustus St. Gaudens of New York toact with them in'the preparation of plans."The extremely high professional standingof the members of the commission is re-ferred to.
"The nature and scope of the work hav-ing been outlined to the commission, theyentered upon their task not without hesi-tation and misgivings," the report says."The problem was both difficult and com-plex. Much must be done; much also mustbe undone. Moreover, no sooner was themembership of the commission announcedthan their aid and advice were sought in re-

lation to buildings and memorials underconsideration, so that immediately the
range of the work broadened. Thus, theimportance and usefulness of the commis-sion were enhanced. Such a result was an-ticipated by your committee, and the mostencouraging part of the work has been thecordiality and even enthusiasm with whichthe various officials who came into rela-tions with the commission have taken upthe work.

The Railroad Problem.
"After a detailed examination of the topo-

graphical features of the District of Co-
lumbia, the commission drew up preli ni-
nary plans. They were then forced to the
conclusion that an adequate treatment of
the park system depended upon the exclu-
sion of the Baltimore and Potomac railroadfrom the mall, so as to give that dignifiedapproach to the Capitol for which the mall
was originally designed.
"The occupation of the mall by the rail-road dates back about thirty years, atwhich time, in their eagerness to secure

competition in freight and passenger traffic,
the then local government of the District
granted the lands, and subsequently Con-
gress confirmed the grant. In extenuation
of the original grant, it may be urged thatthe space was then no better than a com-
mon pasture and that the railroad would
but take the place of the canal, which it
paralleled; so that conditions would be bet-
tered by the change, as undoubtedly proved
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to be the case. Be that as it may, the -ail-
road holds the property by a title good in
law and in equity; and by virtue of a re-
cent act of Congress the space to be occu-
pied has been increased, in consideration of
the surrender of street trackage and the
proposed elevation of the tracks within the
city of Washington.
"It so happened that the chairman af the

commission. Mr. Burnham, is the architect
of the Pennsylvania railroad's new statio-1
at Pittsburg, and after his selection as a
member of the commission the construc-
tion of the Washington station was offered
to him. After consultation with the sub-
committee, Mr. Burnham proposed to the
[president of the Pennsylvania railroad that
the station be built on the south side of the
mall and lands adjoining. The archi-
tectural and other advantages of the pro-
posed site were set forth with such vigor as
to command serious corisideration. There
the matter rested for a time,

Enropean Studies.
'"Ihe commission, in order to make a

closer study of the practice of landscape
architecture as applied to parks and public
buildings, made a brief trip to Europe, vis-
iting Rome, Venice, Vienna, Budapest.
Paris, London and their suburbs. Atten-
tion was directed principally to ascertain-
ing what arrangement of park areas best
adapts thiem to the uses of the people, and
what are the elements that give pleasure
from generation to generation, and even
from century to century. The msany and
striking results of this study will appear
in the discussions that fo'low.
"It was during the stay of the commis-

sion in London that President 'Cassatt an-
nounced to Mr. Bauham his willingness to
consider the question, not og mioving the
Baltimore and Potomac station to the
south side of the mail, but of withdrawing
altogether from that r and uniting
with the Baltismowe a company in
lbh' erection et a union station on the site
..tamllha by legislation for the new depotof thei; road provided suitable lesane-t be seured to ase some oapa-
tis fee the Imeaessed assas -uh

made worthy of the building proposed to be
erected.

Tie Union Station.
"Subsequent examination convinced the

commission that, from an aesthetic stand-
point, there are insuperable objections to
thp depot site provided by law. The chief
objection is that were the station to front
on C street. a train shed 800 feet wide
would be thrown across Massachusetts ate-
nue, one of the great. thoroughfares of the
city. Not only would the vistas be block-
ed by a commercial building, but also the
street would be carried underneath this
enormous structure in a tunnel of such
length and dimens!ons as to cause the ave-
nue to be avoided. The commission there-
upon proposed a site fronting on Massa-
chusetts avenue, and again the officials of
the railroad company consented to a change
of location.
"The plans call for a station nearly 100

feet wider than the Capitol, the building to
be of white marble, the facade to be
classical in style of architecture, and the
construction and arrangements to be so
planned as to make this station superior
to any structure ever erected for railway
purposes. Facing the Capitol, and yet not
too near that edifice, the new station will
front upon a semi-circular plaza, 600 feet
in width, where great bodies of troops or
large organizations can be formed during
inaugural times or on other like occasions.
Thus located and constructed, the union
depot will be in reality the great and im-
pressive vestibule to Washington.
"It should be said here that in consder-

ing the, views of the commission, and in
reaching his decision, the president of the
Pennsylvania railroad looked at the mat-
ter from the standpoint of an American
citizen, saying in substance that he appre-
ciated the fact that If Congress intended to
make of the mall what the founders of the
city intended it to be, no railroad should
be allowed to cross it; and that he would
do all he could do consistent with the in-
terests of the stockholders of his road to
vacate that space.
"This conditional consent on the part of

the railroad removed the one great obstacle
to the preparat!on of adequate plans for
the improvement of the city. Lesser ob-
stacles, such as the lack of surveys of the
oldest parks in the District and the diffi-
culties of getting together the widely scat-
tered data, have been surmounted. On the
other hand, the work has been much light-
ened by the excellent topographical maps
of the District outside of the city, prepared
by the coast and geodetic survey, and by
the uniform courtesy of the Engineer Com-
missioner of the District and other officials,
who have willingly given all the assistance
of their various offices.
Climatic Conditions in Washington.
"On beginning work the commission was

confronted by the fact that while from the
1st of October t'll about the middle of May
the climatic conditions of Washington are
most salubrious, during the remaining four
and a half months the city Is subject to
extended periods of intense heat, during
which all public business is conducted at
an undue expenditure of physical force.
Every second year Congress is in session
usually until about the middle of July, and
not infrequently it happens that by reason
of prolonged or special sessions during the
hottest portion of the summer the city is
filled with the already great and increasing
numbers of persons whose business makes
necessary a more or less prolonged stay In
Washington. Of course, nothing can be
done to change weather conditions, but very
much can be accomplished to mitigate the
physical strain caused by summer heat.
Singularly enough, up to the present time
the abundant facilities which nature af-
fords for healthful and pleasant recreation
during heated terms have been neglected,
and in this respect Washington is far be-
hind other cities whose climatic conditions
demand much less, and whose opportunities
also are less favorable.
"In Rome throughout the centuries it has

been the pride of emperor and of pope to
build fountains to promote health and to
give pleasure. Mile after mile of aqueduct
has been constructed to gather the water
even from remote hills, and bring great liv-
ing streams into every quarter of the city;
so that from the moment of entering the
eternal city until the time of departure
the visitor is scarcely out of sight of beau-
tiful jets of water now flung upward in
great columns to add life and dignity even
to St. Peter's; or again gushing in the form
of cascades from some great work of ar-
chitect or sculptor; 'of still again dripping
refreshingly over the brim of a beautiful
basin that was old when the Christian era
began. The Forum Is in ruins, basilicas
and baths have been transformed into
churches, palaces have been turned into
museums; but the fountains of Rome are
both omnipresent and eternal.

The Necessity of Fountains.
"If all the fountains of Washington, in-

stead of being left lifeless and inert as they
are during most of the time, should be set
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playing at their full capacity, the.y wo'i!,l
not use the amo:nt of wateri that boat
from the world-faimous fountatin of TFr: 'e
or splashes on the stoms o f the i'luizza of
St. Peter's. At the Chateau de Vaux-be-
Vicompte. near Paris, the grtat landscape
architect, Lenotre. built cascades, canils
and fountains using 5,000,O4@' gallons of wa
ter per day; and the fountains of Versatiics
are the wonder and delight of the French
people.

"The original plans of Washington shxrs
the high appreciation L'Enfant had for ill
forms of water decoration, and when the
heats of a Washington summer arc taken
into consideration, further argument is un-
necessary to prove that the first and great-
est step to be taken in the matter of beau-
tifying the District of Columbia is such an
increase in the water supply as will make
possible the copious and even lavish use of
Water in fountains.

Publie Baths and Gymanasiums.
"Scarcely secondary in importance to

fountains are public baths. An instructive
lesson in this respect is to be found in the
experience of the metropolitan park com-
nmsion in taking over and equipping Me-
vere Beach, Immediately north of Boston.
There the squalid conditions- prevailing In
former years have been changed radically;
and a well-kept and well-ordered beach,suffcient in extent to accomnmodate' over
100,000 prsons, is publicly maintained; no
fewer tha 1,700 separate rooms are pro-
vided for bathers, and bathing suits are
furnished at a mUna1l expense. The receipts
are suffcient to pay for maintenance and
yield' a surplus of several thousand dollars
for repairs and extensions..
''In Washington the''extensive use of the

present bathing beach shows how welcome
wg~uld be the construction of modern build-
ings with ample facilities, Moreover, the
opportunities offered by an extended river
feont asould he utilised in fuordshing 99-Ipeuman.. for frels bli eeIspetlyfar the peope thtele fthe
city betireen th manb

commission. InIene4 terms their con-
clusions are: .K 4

"First. That oify pudtlrc buildings should
face the grounds if thO Capitol.
"Second. That Aew department buildings

may well be located so 's to face Lafayette
Square: :n
"Third. Buildings of- semi-public char-

acter may be loqteA south of the presentCo'oran Art Gqllery , fronting on the
White Lot and egtendngto the park limits.

Fourth. That Abe nbrthern side of the
mall may properIj be by museum and
other buildings 1op ing collections In
which the publig ge y is interested,
but not by deparit ag buildings.
"Fifth. That tlle spae6 between Pennsyl-

vania avenue and the nall should be oc-
cupied by the District building. the Hall of
Records, a modem maket, an armory for
the District mili a structures of lUke
character.
"The grounds on which these conclu-

sions rest will be found In report of the
commission.

The Improvement of the mall.
"The mall, originally designed to form a

park-like connection between the Capitol
and the White House, was laid out in such

0
0

a manner as to emphasize the characteer
f Washington as the capital city. The

predominating ideas in its treatment were
dignity and beauty. The entire space was
intended as a grand setting for the two
great buildings of., the nation. The new
plans aim to restore these relations and to
carry to their logical conclusion these In-
tentions. In the plans for the improve-
ment of the mall, therefore, the conimis-
sion have endeavored to point the way to
a realization of the greatest possible
beauty and the utmost possible dignity.
"In outline the commission propose, by a

simple device of planting, to bring the mon-
ument into the Capitol vista, so that the
observer standing on the western terrace
of the Capitol shall look off over a green
carpet, bordered i)n each side by four rows
of elms, to the monument, rising from a
plain. Walks and driveways, shaded by the
elms, give access from east to west, while
the streets continue on the surface level
from north to south. Behind these trees
should stand the white marble buildings
devoted to the scientific work of the gov-
ernment.
The distance from the Capitol to the

monument Is about one. and one-half miles,
and the reclamation of the Potomac flats
has added nearly a mile to this space, thus
giving opportunity both for an extension
of the treatment accorded to the mall and
also for a new and great memorial to stand
on the axis of the Capitol and the monu-
ment, near the bank of the Potomac.
Abraham Lincoln is the one name in our
national history that the world has agreed
to couple with Washington's, and as no
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adeluate memorial, of him exists at this
e'elaieal the placa and -the opportunity would
seem to agree In setting apart this great
cite as an -eminenily suitable spot for a
Lincoln monument.
"Again, by plcng a garden directly west

of the monument. the plans not only give
'dd' d imnpressivaesto that structure, but
rIso create an ax Tton with the White
Hlouse; and in t ple and direct man-
ner the L'iNnfan U, "fplacing the Wash-
inxiton me morlal on. the axis of both the
Capitol and the White House Is realized.
Moreover, this garden, surrounded by ter-
races carrying groves of elms, becomes the
gem of the entire park system.
"South of the monument the space is de-

voted to out-of-door Sports-to gymnasiums
and playgrounds,: to swimming pools In
summer and skatthg perks in winter. Here,
too, Is g great rond-loint which fittingly
may carry some symbolic figure typical of
the republic.
"In the new plp tpe Lincoln memorial

site becomes a poifit of divergence from
which proceeds tIe drivewa-y leading south-
westerly to the Potilmac Park, the Memo-
rial bridge leadipg dipgetly to the mansion
house at ArlinaIl agad the embankmnent
carrying the dvway to the mouth of
Rock creek, wheniW the driveway leads
through the picygWeque -talley to. the Zoo-
logical and Rock Creek parks.

Reek Creek Commeetlons.
"The valley of Rock Cr-eek forms the nat-

ural connection between the Potomac Park
and the Zoological and Rock Creek perks.
There is no question-'In the minds of the
commission or of tbs committee that the
msost coveient, the. least- expensIve, and
the most satisfactory way of tregting Reck
cree5k 1s to 3nEog l40 baks build road-
ways along thyem, ngueigure such control
of the spaces sang the top of the banks
as will allow 4dgquate poljchig, ~si
even a small pme~.nnr b ea e
turesque banikp in I sa ta~l~Ik
Wasblangena. eg.pportwpitii sfo'$aiiaparwvetattsp4osid not hesned
thi areratm qeeae seye

saaasswas.eeseass-

with the streets is highly expensive and Is
dangerous In case of the sudden melting of
snows or of a cloudburst In the upper val-
ley.
The Seetion West of Reek Creek.
"For the section west of Rock creek the

plans not only contemplate improving the
rare opportun!tles for enjoying the beauties
of the Potomac gorge, even to the Great
Falls, but they also provide suitable diag-
onal connections (through picturesque val-
leys) with Rock Creek Park.
"Between the parks on Rock creek and

the grounds of the Soldiers' Home the con-
nection is, first, by way of the valley of
Piney branch, a region not less beautiful
than the Rock creek valley: and second,
along Savannah street widened into a
parkway. This treatment allows a fine redc-
proc!ty between the proposed Municipal
Hospital buildings and the new structure-to
be erected at the Soldiers' Home.
"Suitable connections are planned also be-

tween the home and the Anacostia river,
taking in certain wooded hills that com-
mand extended views of the city. The
swampy valley of the Anacostia'becomes a
park for boating. sw!mming and skating
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purposes, with encircling drives, walks and
pleasure grounds.

The Anacoestia Water Park.
"A water park on the upper stretches of

the Anacostia as planned is calculated to
furnish a much-needed variety in the Dis-
trict park system. Those persons who have
visited the Thames on the occasion of a
London holiday read'ly appreciate the en-

ormous use which the people make of that
narrow stream, the surface of which at
times seems to be literally covered with the
different kinds of light craft. In Belle Isle
Park, in the city of Detroit, the creation of
shallow lakes and connecting canals de-
veloped boating in summer and skat'ng in
winter to such an extent that often tens of
thousands of people daily enjoy an island
that for years was little else than a series
of marshes. Given the opportunities for
enjoyment, the people are quick to seize
upon them; and, once realized, it seems as-
tonishing that chances for pleasure have
so long been neglected.
"The creation of a water park, with drive-

ways surrounding it, being the suggested
treatment of the Anacostia above the head
o.f navigation, the lower portion of the
stream to its junction with the Potomac
may well be treated as proposed by the en-
gineers, namely, by the construction of
walls along the borders of the channel
and filling in the flats. The present limited
wharf frontage of Washington makes it
certain that as the city Increases In size
that portion of , the Anacostla frontage
from its mouth to the navy yard will be
needed for business purposes. It is Im-
portant, however, that a broad parkway
connection be maintained along the river
in order to connect the Anacostia Park
with the Potomac Park, and for this work
a line of stone quays, overlooked by ter-
races, as on the Seine in Paris, may be
used to excellent advantage.
"The long island lying between the Wash-

ington channel and the main channel of
the Potomac should be treated in such a
manner as to afford shaded drives and
walks along the water, with frequent boat
landings, so as to make the park accessible
to the section of the city which it adjoins.
The work of the engineers has been of such
a character that the island can be develop-
ed at comparatively small expense, and at
the same time a portion .of the city in
great .need of park space will be well ac-
commodated.

The River Front.,
"The necessity of rebuilding the wharf-

age en Washington channel, which recent-
ly has come into tile undisputed possession
of the District of Columbia, makes it nec-
essary to decide as to the character of the
new wharves. The War Department has
recently established the engineers' school
and the war college on what is known as
the Arsenal grounds, and this property will
be greatly improved within the near future.
"The rebuilding of the wharves should be

in keeping with these prospective improve-
ments; and fortunately the rental value of
the frontage will be sufficient to provide
for the ultimate payment of the cost of
permanent work as well as the mainten-
ance of the same.
"The ebb and flow of the tide in the

channel should not be impeded by slips
that collect refuse, but should be accelerat-
ed by a continuous line of masonry quays,to correspond with the miles of masonry
work already constructed by the engineers
to form the river walls of the Potomac
Park. As business demands larger space,
the piling should be arranged so as to pro-
vide for clear tidal flow. Then the wide
thoroughfare known as Water street may
be treated as a driveway between the Po-
tomac Park and the Anacostia Park.

The Plan. and Models.
"In working out their plans the commis-

sion found it necessary to have prepared,
under their direction, models in plaster of
the sectiop of the city from the Library of
Congress westward to the Potomac. These
models, so indispensable to the designers,
become the guides for carrying out the
plans, so that, no matter how long a period
of time the work may cover, there need be
no departures from the approved designs.
"In order to give a more detailed. treat-

ment of particular features than models on
so small a scale afford, detailed archi-
tectural draw nafirst have beena made and
then have neb rendered by capable ilus-
trators, so that the appearance of the com-
pleted work may be studied. Through the
courtesy of the trustees of the Corcoran
Museum of Art the models and studies
have been placed on exhibition at that gal-
lery, where they are open to public mn-
spection.
Cemeeatration of katherity Neessry.
"The plans as prepared call for system-

atic, continuous work, which must of neces-
sity be prolonged -over a conjiderable num-
ber of years. The parks and reservation.s
are now under the control of various aM-
cers and bdards, all worktag with mea:l in-
Aeed,' but not always In harmony and co-
operation.- In order .to promote economy
and aMetency a Park comemson should lecreated and in its charge the entire park
system of the District of Columbl* houd
be piae4 This commission should be uii-
tional rather than local -in character, and
shauld do- Its work under the -taunedtateaontrol of the chief eteenative of the United
States.
- he Cali aQC4assw'$.pat the h~an,
"Olvisady it I.bwesile to emk. ay

deta~e. stemst of 'thei codtof carryingthataas sbasted. )Iar lsnsuia

be done In accordance with plans that are
at once comprehensive, simple, adequate
and dignified. In .ich manner only can
there be a development of the District of
Columbia worthy of the nation."

THE PARK COMMISSION

ITS REPORT ALSO LAID BEFORE THE

SENATE.

It Gives Details of the Entire Plan

for the Improvement of

the City.

The report of the park commission was
also laid before the Senate today by Mr.
McMillan. It -in very comprehensive and
makes about fifty printed pages, giving the
details of the entire plan of the commis-
sion for the improvement of the city.
"The city of Washington differs from all
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other American cities in the fact that In
its original plan parks were laid out as
settings for public buildings." the report
states In opening. "Even its broad ave-
nues were arranged so as to enhance the
effect of the great edifices of the nation;
and the squares at the Intersection of the-
wide thoroughfareb were planned as sites
for memorials to be erected by the various
states. Parks, In thie modern sense of
large public recreation grounds, there were
none: but small areas designed to b-au-
tify the connections between the various
departments of government were numerous.

Development of Urlan Life.
"During the nineteenth century, how-

ever, the development of urban life and the
expansion of cities has brought into promi-
nence other needs, not recognized a hun-
dred years ago, for large parks to pre-
serve artificially in our cities passag's of
rural or sylvan scenery and for spaces
adapted to various special forms of recre-
ation. In the effort to provide for these
new needs, instead of acquiring additional
lands Congress diverted from their origi-
nal purpose those already set apart, for the
founders had been so farsighted that there
seemed to the limited view of their suc-
cessors no prospect that the government
buildings would ever require so grand and
large a setting.
"Moreover, during the century that has

elapsed since the foundation of the city
the great space known as the mall. which
was intended to form a unified connecton
between the Capitol and the White Hiouse,
and to furnish sites for a certain class of
public buildings, has been diverted from

TERRACE AT THE BAS

its original purposes and cut into frag-
ments, each portion rfeetv'ng a ,rparate
and individual informai treatment, thus
substituting diversity for hartnony. More-
over, many reservations have pa.sed from
publc inta private ownership, with the re-
sult that public buildings have lost thcir
appropriate surroundings, and new struc-
tures have been built without that land-
seape setting wthieh the fomuder of the
city, reled on to give them beauty ami
dignity.

Demand fe* PlMIe imlnam
"Now that the de..ama flar ew pobl

buildings and aseOria bus tmeanna an

emarassment, in locating them heass. et
the unestaity la secude armeprate
sites. The e-min=e was thus brought
face Io face with the smblem ot dewts'g
gsh e. sina a ab1 teale inithat

sniy o isican amsmnenaaanimathsa ha al at -the

of return to the original plan ot the fyf
Washington was added the task of sue-
gesting lines for the development of those
large parka which have been obtained if
recent years either by purchase or by re-
clamation; of advising the acquisition at
such additional spaces as are deemed nee-
essary to create a modern park yfte
and of selectIng for purchase and improve-
meat suitable connections among the vari-
ous park areas.

L'EfaUt's Ivan.
"If Washlgton were not a nation's capi-

tal. in which the location of public buldings
is of the first importance; and if the city
itself were not by its very plan tied to a
historic past, the problem would be less
complicated. The very fact that Washing-
ton and Jeferson% L'Enfant and Ell'cott. and
their immediate successors, drew Inspira-
tion from the world's greatest works of
landscape architecture and of civic adorn-
ment made it Imperat've to go back to the
.sources of their knowledge and taste In
order to restore unity and harmony to their
creations and to guide future development
along appropriate lines. Indeed. the more
the commission studied the first plans of the
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federal city, the more they became con-
vinced that the greatest service they could
perform would be done by carrying to a
legitimate conclusion the comprehens.ve, In-
telligent, and yet simple and stralghtfor-
ward scheme devised by L'Enfant under
the direction of Washington and Jefferson."
The trip of the commission to the historic

towns and estates on the Potomac and
James rivers and on Chesapeake bay is re-
ferred to. these places exemplifying the
principles of plan and dcsign for which the
seventeenth century was famous. The ap-
proval of the plan for a comprehensive
scheme of improvemet of the park system
of the District by public officials whose du-
ties lead them to corsider sneh needs of the
capital is shown by quotntions from ecent
reports. The parks that now encircle the
city are referred to, and the natural sus-
ceptibility of these public artas for im.
provement is explained.

More Parks in Suburbs.
A considerable increase in the number of

parks in the outlying part of the city is de-
clared to be necessary if provision is to be
made for the Immediate future. Such pro-
posed additional parks have been selected
bcause their natural conditions indicate
their fitness for such use, while they are
less desirable for the ordinary purposes of
private occupancy. In order to make these
selections nearly every part of the District
has been examined In person by the Com-
missioners.
"Within the old city 'limits." the report

continues. "no additional small reservations
are needed, but in the remaining four-fifthe
of the District there are practically none.
as against 270 in the city. Distributed with
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